“Primum non nocere”

First, do no harm!
- Hippocrates
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Professional Ethics Ethical Dilemmas
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MEDICTAL ETHICS
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Importance of communication skills:

The great myth:

Clinicians can learn and improve these skills
throughout their career.
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One of the most contentious
questions in the field

TELLING THE BAD NEWS




2. End-of-Life Decisions:

Should individuals have the right to choose when and how
they die (e.g., assisted suicide or euthanasia)?

Who decides to withdraw life-sustaining treatments,

especially when the patient cannot communicate their
wishes?

How should we balance palliative care with potential life-
extending treatments for terminally ill patients?



3. Allocation of Scarce Resources

Who gets access to limited resources like organ
transplants, ICU beds, or experimental drugs during
shortages?

How should the limited resources of the health ministry
be distributed among different patrients and specialties?



4. CONFIDENTIALITY 5. PEDIATRIC AND
AND PRIVACY NEONATAL ETHICS

How should decisions be

made for neonates born with

When, it ever, should severe disabilities or life-limit
confidentiality be breached

(e.g., to protect third parties
from harm)?

Should parents always have
the final say in their child’s
medical care, or can medical
professionals override their
wishes?
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